
Dear Martian Family: 

Recently the MDHHS made the decision to expire its Public Health Advisory on Masking in Indoor Public 

Settings.  MDHHS supports adjusting mask recommendations as we move through the COVID-19 

response cycle, which can be broken down into three key phases:  response, recovery and readiness. 

In their latest communication MDHHS states that current case rates, hospitalizations, and increased 

access to vaccines, testing and therapies, indicates that Michigan is entering a post-surge recovery 

phase of the COVID-19 response cycle and therefore MDHHS supports adjusting mask guidelines; 

recommending individuals, regardless of vaccination status, should continue to practice masking in high-

risk congregate settings (long-term and health care facilities, jails, and shelters).  All individuals, 

regardless of vaccination status, should also wear a mask during isolation and quarantine periods to stop 

further community spread of COVID-19. 

Based on the decision of the MDHHS, the GCHD released updated guidance for K-12 schools which went 

into effect today, February 22, 2022 (attached).  Masking is the choice of our Martian families and staff 

and will no longer be required in classrooms with children under the age of 5.  However, masks must 

continue to be worn on school buses according to CDC requirements.   

Staying away from others when you are sick is an important tool to preventing further spread of the 

virus.  If a student is exhibiting any of the following symptoms they should stay home:   

 temperature 100.4+,  

 sore throat, 

 new onset of cough, 

 diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain, 

 new onset of headache, 

 loss of taste or smell, 

 congestion/runny nose, 

 shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 

 fatigue, 

 muscle/body aches. 

If they have any of the above symptoms and have not been a household contact in the last 10 days they 

need a home or health care provider-administered test.  If they have been a household contact in the 

last 10 days they need a health care provider-administered test.  In situations that require provider 

administered tests, this can mean a test given by a health care provider or at school.  If a student has 

been a household contact in the last 10 days but is not exhibiting any of the symptoms listed above, 

they can go to school and simply mask for 10 days around others.  These guidelines now replace 

quarantining of close contacts and “Test to Stay” requirements. 

Staff with the above symptoms follow the same guidance, except in the instance where they receive a 

negative rapid antigen test and their only symptom is a headache or congestion/runny nose.  They can 

come to school if they take part in daily rapid antigen testing, administered by the school, and should 

wear a KN95, N95, or surgical mask covered by a tightly fitted cloth mask.  



Any COVID positive individual should stay home until symptoms are resolving, meaning they have gotten 

noticeably better and they have been diarrhea, vomiting, and fever-free for 24 hours with no medication 

and then mask for another 5 days, including at home. 

This appears to be the first glimmer of light at the end of a very, very long tunnel for our students, 

families and staff.  Let me take a moment to give much-deserved kudos to our administrators and office 

staff who have spent countless hours determining close contacts, placing calls to families, and 

conducting rapid antigen testing, in an attempt to keep our students in school and learning.  What is 

amazing is that they managed this while continuing the daily business of running our schools.  

And to our families on the receiving end of those numerous phone calls and required morning visits to 

test their students (sometimes for the third or fourth time), you showed us a great deal of grace and 

patience and we appreciate you. 

Sincerely, 

Wayne S. Wright 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

  


